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The bounds of arithmetic were, however, outstepped the moment the idea of applying cards had
occurred; and the Analytical Engine does not occupy common ground with mere "calculating
machines." It holds a position wholly its own; and the considerations it suggests are most
interesting in their nature. In enabling mechanism to combine together general symbols, in
successions of unlimited variety and extent, a uniting link is established between the operations
of matter and the abstract mental processes of the most abstract branch of mathematical science.
A new, a vast and a powerful language is developed for the future use of analysis, in which to
wield its truths so that these may become of more speedy and accurate practical application for
the purposes of mankind than the means hitherto in our possession have rendered possible. Thus
not only the mental and the material, but the theoretical and the practical in the mathematical
world, are brought into intimate connexion with each other. We are not aware of its being on
record that anything partaking of the nature of what is so well designated the Analytical Engine
has been hitherto proposed, or even thought of, as a practical possibility, any more than the idea
of a thinking or a reasoning machine.
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